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	Honors Biology 
Mrs. Petroff
Room N5

Contact Information:

Telephone:  965-6200

Time available:  6:30 am-7:00 am; 2:00pm-2:45 pm
                                           Email:  shayla.petroff@polk-fl.net
                            

	

	


Learning Goals:

1. Students will understand the characteristics, structures and connections of living organisms.

2. Laboratory investigations that include the use of scientific inquiry, research, measurement, problem solving, laboratory apparatus and technologies, experimental procedures, and safety procedures are an integral part of this course.
Course Materials:

1. 3-ring binder, minimum 1-inch with notebook paper
2. 10 tab dividers
3. Writing utensil (blue or black pen, pencil)

4. Signed Lab Safety Contract on file to participate in any lab activities per Polk County School Board Policy 
5. Recommended: 3x5 index cards; Colored pencils/fine tip markers

Class Rules:

1. Be prompt.
2. Be prepared.

3. Be productive.

4. Be polite.

5. Be positive.

Violation of class rules will result in a progression of actions:

i. 2 Verbal warnings

ii. Choice Room and parent contact
iii. Classroom intervention
iv. Parent contact

v. Referral

Insubordination, acts of violence, and inappropriate behavior will not be tolerated, and will result in removal from the classroom and instant referral.

Classroom Materials:

1. Please return all items to the location which you got them from so they will be easily accessible to the next class. 
2. Please do not waste the materials.
3. Students do not have to ask permission to use the supplies located in the student supply area.
4. Students may not take anything off the teacher’s desk.  Please ask to use any other supplies
Behavior Expectations:
1. Enter the classroom quietly, gather any necessary supplies, and sit in assigned seat.
2. Check the board for instructions and get started immediately.
3. AHS tardy policy will be strictly enforced.

4. During announcements and HDTV, students will sit quietly.

5. Appropriate voice level will be used during classwork in order to not disrupt others.
Grading/Evaluation:
1. Grades in this class are EARNED and recorded based on quality and quantity of work completed in a timely manner.

2. Assignments are broken into two categories:  Acquisition and Mastery.

· Acquisition – 40% of quarter grade
· All assignments given in the learning process to master the standards

· Mastery – 60% of quarter grade

· All assignments given to demonstrate the mastery of the knowledge and skills described in the course standards
3. All work is due the next day unless otherwise instructed in class.  Late work will not be accepted.  Policy for make-up work is discussed below.
4. Sharing of information on any assignment other than lab partners is cheating, and will result in zeros for all parties involved.
5. Biology is a state mandated End of Course Exam class.
· The EOC will count for up to 30% of the final grade.
· The EOC will cover material from both the first and second semesters.
Assignments/Responsibilities:

1. All class assignments, notes, labs, and homework will be added to your binder after they have been graded.
2. Students are expected to have their binders with them in every class. Binders may be left in the designated area in the classroom at the student’s discretion. Binders will periodically be checked for a grade, an example binder will be provided in class.
3. If a student is absent from class, they must upon return obtain any work missed from the designated area.  As per the Polk County Student Code of Conduct students will receive 3 days for each excused absence to make-up work. It is the student’s responsibility to collect their make-up work.
4. Make up work will NOT be permitted in cases where it is determined the student was skipping class.
5. Test, Quiz and Lab make-ups will be done either after school or during class, based on teacher discretion.

6. Labs: 

· A signed Polk County Lab Safety contract is required in order to participate.
· Students will not be given an alternative assignment due to not turning in safety contract.

· All safety equipment is required to be worn including, but not limited to, goggles, gloves and lab apron.

· Closed-toe shoes are required.

· Not following written and teacher instructions will result in a zero grade, loss of lab participation and/or disciplinary action.

Miscellaneous:

1. Restroom

· Students may not use the restroom during first or last 10 minutes of class.
· Students must obtain a pass and sign in and out on the log provided when leaving the classroom.
2. Electronic devices
· No unauthorized use of electronic devices is permitted.
· Students may use their electronic device as part of the classroom activities when permitted by the teacher.
· Electronic devices may only be used for relevant classroom activities.

· Students who choose to use electronic devices to school do so at their own risk. The School Board of Polk County will not be responsible if these devices are lost or stolen.

· Any violation of these rules will result in immediate disciplinary action.
Americans with Disabilities Act:  

Any student with special needs is invited to see me during the first week of class.
Syllabus Change Policy:

This syllabus is a guide for the course, and is subject to change with advanced notice.  

Please complete and return the following Syllabus Agreement:
Syllabus Agreement

I have read and understand the syllabus instructions for Mrs. Petroff’s Honors Biology class and agree to conduct myself accordingly and abide by the above policies.

Print student’s name___________________________________________________________________

Student’s signature_____________________________________________________________________

As a parent, I have read and understand the syllabus from my student’s Honors Biology class, and I am aware of the rules and policies. 
Parent’s signature______________________________________________________________________

Home phone number___________________________________________________________________

Cell number_____________________________________________________________________________
Parent/Guardians’ full names__________________________________________________________

                                                         __________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian’s email address______________________________________________________

Preferred method of contact (circle one): phone, text, or email
Does your student have access to a computer at home, with or without internet?_____________

Does your student have internet access at home?___________
Anything relevant I should know about your student:
